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CONFIDENTIAL ROME 10573 
E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINT, PINS, PFOR, KS, VT 
SUBJECT: STATUS OF BISHOP CHI 

CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

REF: SEOUL 4920 

1. DURING AUGUST 1 CONVERSATION WITH VATICAN DESK OFFICER FOR 
KOREA, IT WAS QUITE APPARENT THAT VATICAN ANGUSHING DEEPLY OVER 
HOW TO HANDLE CASE OF BISHOP CHI. PRO-NUNCIO DOSSENA MANAGED 
OBTAIN GROK AGREEMENT TO POSTPONE CHI'S TRIAL FROM JULY 26 
TO AUGUST 1 BUT EFFORTS AT FURTHER POSTPONEMENT HAVE PROVEN 
INEFFECTUAL. DOSSENA AND VATICAN ARE CONVINCED THAT BISHOP CHI, 
WHO WELL KNOWN FOR HIS "EXCESSIVE ZEAL," IS DETERMINED TO MAKE 
A MARTYR OF HIMSELF IN HOPE OF CALLING ATTENTION TO ABRIDGEMENT 
OF CIVIL LIBERTIES IN SOUTH KOREA AND, IDEALLY, MAKING SUBSTAN- 
TIAL CONTRIBUTION TO THIER IMPROVEMENT. TO ADD TO DILEMMA, 
SOURCE SAID, IT WOULD BE POINTLESS TO CALL CHI TO ROME FOR 
CONSULTATIONS SINCE HE HAD JUST BEEN HERE WHERE EVERYONE, 
INCLUDING POPE PAUL, GAVE HIM STRONG ADVICE AGAINST INVOLVEMENT 
IN ORGANIZED POLITICAL AFFAIRS AND, MOREOVER, RECOMMENDED HE 
NOT RETURN HOME AT LEAST UNTIL PRESENT SERIES OF POLITICAL 
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GROUNDS FOR REMOVING BISHOP CHI FROM HIS DIOCESE SINCE HE HAS 
NOT COMMITTED ANY MORAL OR DOCTRINAL ABUSES WHICH, UNDER CANON 
LAW, ARE ONLY REASONS FOR SUSPENSION OF A BISHOP. 

2. VATICAN KEENLY AWARE DEVISIVE NATURE OF CHI AFFAIR GENERALLY 
FOR CHURCH IN SOUTH KOREA. ALTHOUGH VATICAN INFORMED OF MANY 
BISHOPS AND CARDINAL KIM'S SEEMINGLY STRONG SUPPORT FOR BISHOP 
CHI, SOURCE SAID THERE IS STRONG SUSPICION HERE THAT MAJORITY 

OF KOREAN CLERGY DO NOT FEEL SO STRONGLY ABOUT STANDING BY 
BISHOP CHI. VATICAN BELIEVES THAT WHILE CATHOLIC LAITY AND 
CLERGY MAY FEEL BISHOP CHI ATTACKING GENUINE INJUSTICES IN KOREA 
WHICH ALL RIGHT-THINKING MEN WOULD LIKE TO SEE RECTIFIED, BHEY 
CANNOT, HOWEVER, SUPPORT HIS METHODS WHEN THEY KNOW THEY COULD 
DO IRREPARABLE DAMAGE TO CATHOLIC CHURCH. IN RECENT MEETING, 
PRESIDENT PARK HAS ASSUMED CARDINAL KIM THAT A MUTUALLY SATIS- 
FACTORY SOLUTION OF CHI CASE COULD BE FOUND; THEN CHI'S JULY 23 
"STATEMENT OF CONSCIENCE" UPSET ALL PROGRESS THAT CARDINAL AND 
NUNCIO HAD MADE. 

3. VATICAN HAS NOT BEEN IN CONTACT WITH KOREAN EMBASSY TO HOLY 
SEE, AND IN FACT SOURCE ASKED IF WE KNEW WHETHER AMBASSADOR 
HAS YET RETURNED TO POST. VOLPE 
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